NOTICE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION N 8700.27

2/4/04

Cancellation
Date: 2/4/05

SUBJ: APPROPRIATE ROLE OF INSPECTORSDURING FLIGHT CHECKS

1. PURPOSE. Thisnotice provides clarification to existing guidance for inspectors who are assigned to
perform flight checks.

2. DISTRIBUTION. Thisnoticeisdistributed to the division level in the Flight Standards Servicein
Washington headquarters; to the branch level in the regional Flight Standards divisions; to the Flight
Standards District Offices; and to the Regulatory Standards Division at the Mike Monroney Aeronautical
Center. Thisnoticeisalso distributed electronically to the division level in the Flight Standards Service
in Washington headquarters and to all regional Flight Standards divisions and district offices. This
information is also available on the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Web site at:
http://www.faa.gov/avr/af s/notices/N 8700-27.doc.

3. BACKGROUND. A recent flight check ended with the crash and destruction of a helicopter. At the
time of the accident, the FAA inspector assigned to give the check was demonstrating autorotation
techniques.

a. After the accident, the inspector explained that the pilot had demonstrated an autorotation that met
minimum standards but could have been better. The inspector then took over the controls to demonstrate
better autorotation techniques. The accident occurred with the inspector at the conrals.

NOTE: Thepreliminary investigation indicates that the accident was caused by a
mechanical problem, but that isnot the concern of thisnotice.

b. Thisraised anissuefor us. Why did the inspector think that instruction during a flight check was
appropriate? When asked why he had left the evaluation role and entered into an instruction role, the
inspector stated that his goal was to improve safety and that there was nothing in the guidance (FAA
orders) that precluded this.

NOTE: It may also beappropriateto review theformal training given to
inspector sregarding the appropriateness of flight instruction or demonstrations
during the conduct of flight checks.

4. GUIDANCE. After areview of Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector’ s Handbook,
we determined that guidance regarding flight instructing or demonstrating by FAA inspectors evaluating
airmen must be clarified. Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 1, section 2, paragraph 1B, Advice and
Assistance, is replaced with new paragraph 1B, Policy Concerning Giving Flight Training, a
Demonstration, Advice, or Assistance During a Practical Test. (See appendix 1.)

Distribution:  A-W(FS)-2; A-X(FS)-3; A-FFS-7(LTD); AMA-200 (80 cys) Initiated by: AFS-800
(Electronically: A-W(FS)-2; A-X(FS)-2; A-FFS-7)
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5. DISPOSITION. Theinformation in this notice will be incorporated into Order 8700.1 in afuture
change. This notice was developed by the General Aviation and Commercial Division, AFS-800. Direct
any questions regarding this notice to AFS-800 at (202) 267-8212.

I

John M. Allen for

James J. Ballough

Director, Flight Standards Service
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Appendix 1

APPENDIX 1. ORDER 8700.1, VOLUME 2, CHAPTER 1, SECTION 2, PARAGRAPH 1B

SECTION 2. INSPECTOR QUALIFICATIONSAND STATUS

1 INSPECTOR STATUS DURING PRACTICAL
TESTS

A. Pilat-in-Command Satus. Aningector conductsa
practicd tes to obsarve and evauete an gpplicant’ s ahility
to perform the procedures and maneuvers requiired for the
pilot cartificate or rating.

(1) Theingpector isnat pilat-in-commeand (PIC) of
the arcraft during the practicd test unless acting in that

capacity for the flight, or a partion of the flight, by prior
arangament with the gpplicant or other PIC.

(2 Regardessof thetype of arcraft used during a
practicd teg, the gpplicant and the ingoector are nat, with
regpect to each aother (or other oocupants authorized by the
ingoector), subject to the requirements or limitations for the
cariage of passengers ecifiedin 14 CFR part 61

B. Pdicy Concerning Giving Flight Training, a
Demondration, Advice, or Assstance During a Practical
Ted.

(D It is ingopropriate for an aviation ey
ingoector (AS)) to provide flight training and/or to teech
techniques to an gpplicant during apracticd test. Therdle
of an AS duing the pradiicd tet is to evdude an
goplicant’s paformance agang the gopropriate practicd
ted dandads (PTS). Howeve, this pdlicy does not
predude an ASl from acting as a sudent and meanipulaing
the contrals during the practicd test for a flight indructor
catification tet when the purpose is for evduating the
flight ingructor gpplicant’ s teeching &bility. Nor does this
palicy prevent an ASl, when adminigering a practical ted,
from trying to rdax or otherwise reduce the dress leve of
an goplicant during thetest. Providing such hdp does nat
changethedausof an AS. Before beginning the practicd
ted, an AS should discusstheseissueswith the gpplicant as
pat of the oveadl pradicd tes briefing described in
section 3, paragrgph 3 of thischapter.

(2 If an AS hastotake over theflight contralsor
asSg in the manipulaion of the flight contrals during a
practica test, such action is disqudifying for the applicant.
TheAS mudissueaNatice of Disgpprova of Application
to the goplicant.  An exception to this palicy is where,
through no fault of the gpplicant, the AS has to teke over
theflight contrals or assg in the manipulation of the flight
contrals during the precticd tegt if the AS determines life

or property isa risk (eg., to avoid another arcraft, to avoid
wedher, to avoid a vidaion of argpace rules, or teke
corective attion as a resdt of an araat mantenance
problem, etc.). In this case, once the Stuation is resolved,
thepracticd test will resume.

C. Phydcal Location of | ngoector.

() With cetan exoegptions an  ingoector
accompanies an goplicant in the airaraft during the practicd
test. However, the ingoector may obsarve from the ground
an goplicant’s performance of autoratations to touchdown
during arline trangoort pilot (ATP) or flight indructor
catification practicd tets in helicopters if the goplicart is
the sole occupant of the arcraft. Smilarly, the ingpector
may obsave from the ground or another arplane the
performance of aarid maneuvers by an gpplicant flying a
single- contral arcraft (for example, agyroplane).

(@ During pratticd tests given on arcraft re-
quiring a flightcrew of two or more, the ingpector should
givethe practicd test from adesignated jump seat or place
in the cabin from which the flight can be adequatdy
observed. Anindustry pilot whoisqudifiedtoact assPIC in
thet typeaircraft must then occupy the other seat.

(@ This arangement dlows the ingpector to
devate full atention to the practicd tet rather than being

involved with peaforming the duties of a flightcrew
member. It dso dlowstheingpector to assessthe command
ability of the gpplicant, as wel as to obsarve flightcrew
coordinetion.

(b) Thisisnat intended, however, to predude
an ingpector from exerddng discretion in deciding which
seat to oocupy during the practicd test. Such fadtors as
aradt sting configuration, the ingoector's persond
knowledge of the person proposing to occupy the pilot seet,
and theingpector’ s<kills, limitations, recent experience, and
qudifications should be conddered.

(© When operators reguest that one of their
qudified pilats occupy the pilot seet during the test for vaid
reesons i.e, for insurance purposss, that request should be
honored unless the ingpector has reason to bdieve the pilot
fumished by the operator lacks the experience and ill to
conduct the test presribed by the ingoectar. Any
disagreament over the conduct of thetest should be referred
totheregiond officefor find decision.
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(3 Ingpectors or examings may obsave free
balloon flight tets from the ground, regardless of whether it
isasngeor multiplacebdloon.

3 GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR
PRACTICAL TESTS Ingpectors must possess the pilot
and flight indructor cartificatesin the category and dassfor
which they conduct certification tests.
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A. ATP Cetificates Pradtica tessfor the issuance of
ATP catificates shdl be given only by ingoectars who
posess an ATP catificate with gopropriate category, dass
and typeratings. However, aningector conductingan ATP
practicd test inasmdl hdicopter nesd nat haveatype. . ..

NOTE: Remainingtext in Order 8700.1
continueson page 1-4.



